GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT: LIGHTWEIGHT CAMPING (inc. Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions) 


	Significant HAZARDS

Likely places/ways that people could be seriously harmed


	CONTROL MEASURES and PRECAUTIONS 

Consider carefully the suggested precautions below with all the staff in your establishment or department who help to lead offsite visits. 

Place a tick (in the box) against those measures that you decide together should generally be regarded as good practice and are normally applicable on your visits, and delete or put a cross against those that are not. Make any amendments that might be needed.

Also record below any additional control measures and precautions that you agree may also usually be helpful and sensible.


	Inadequate staff training and qualifications

Accidents/ Injuries
	Level of Experience/Qualifications required: 

· The Supervisors/Assessors must hold appropriate and valid instructor qualifications and relevant training/experience (see Technical Competence/Qualifications matrices in Visits Guidance Appendix for further details)
· All Group Leaders and Assistants will be suitably trained and experienced

· 

	Inadequate risk assessment

Accidents/ Injuries
	· This risk assessment will be read and completed in addition to the generic risk assessments “All Educational Visits” and “All Travel” and “All Overseas Visits” (if applicable) which give general safety guidance applicable to all visits.

· This generic risk assessment will be read and completed in addition to the generic risk assessment “Remotely or indirectly supervised walks” (and/or other relevant risk assessments)

· 

	Insufficient supervision/training of young people

Accidents/ Injuries
	The Group Leader(s) checks that:

· young people are adequately trained and assessed as sufficiently competent

· young people are provided with sufficient supervision for their competence, age and behaviour

· young people know how to contact staff/summon help

· 

	Hazards on route and campsites used 

Accidents/ Injuries
	The Group Leader(s) checks that:

· the route is pre-planned, risk assessed and appropriately supervised (see appropriate walking or cycling risk assessment)

· each camp site used is pre-visited and risk assessed 

· sufficient supervision is provided at camp site (indirect supervision is acceptable for competent young people)

· 

	Cold/Wet

hypothermia
	The Group Leader(s) checks before departure that group members have:

· serviceable tents, sleeping bags, and ground insulation

· appropriate clothing (including hats and waterproofs)

· 

	Cooking/smoking/lighting/fires/candles etc. 

Fire

Burns


	Group members are trained so that:

· stove fuel is stored in a secure location, a safe distance away from tents

· equipment used has been properly maintained and checked before use 

· group members understand  the seriousness of the fire hazard, and the need to exercise caution at all times 

· no smoking or naked flames (e.g. candles) are permitted in or close to tents

· fire procedures are understood by all

· water and/or sand buckets are quickly accessible to put out fires

· only tents with entrances/exits at both ends are used

· flammable fuel and cooking equipment are only used by trained competent staff and young people (or by young people under the close supervision of trained and competent staff)

· appropriate training is provided and competence assessed for the use of stoves and refuelling (particular care will be used, and supervision given, when lighting/refilling methsTrangias – see further guidance on camping stoves)

· only meths containers with non-return safety valves are used for storing and pouring methylated spirits into stoves
· burning stoves are fully extinguished and cooled down before moving the stove or refuelling

· tents are adequately spaced apart so that fire cannot spread between tents, and evacuation is easier

· running and ball games are not permitted in the vicinity of stoves and tents

· cooking inside tents is avoided wherever possible (N.B. where this is necessary, it should take place inside sheltered bell-end, but campers should remain inside tent and not get in and out of tent until after stove is fully extinguished and cooled down)
· stoves and fuel containers are clearly marked and stored securely outside sleeping area

· only gas canisters with self-sealing valves are used 

· gas canisters are exchanged only in open areas outdoors and away from lit stoves
· any open fires are located a good distance, and downwind, from tents (hot sparks can be blown considerable distances)
· group members do not play with matches/fire
· group members keep a sensible distance from fire
· open fires are kept to a reasonable size

· open fires are put out at the end of the session
· group members are seated whilst drinking/eating hot drinks/food.
· the hot water/food is poured very carefully, and in such a way that a spill could not land on and burn anyone
· 

	Sharp utensils

cuts/injuries
	· group members are trained to store and use knives/tin openers carefully/correctly



	Lifting/carrying heavy loads

injuries
	· group members are equipped with adequate rucsacs

· group members are trained what to/what not to pack

· pack weights are checked by leaders before departure

· group members are briefed how to lift/lower/carry rucsacs

· 

	Cooking/ Washing/ Toilet areas
Poor cleanliness/ lack of hygiene

illness
	Group members are trained:

· to be careful over cleanliness and hygiene

· to select food and drink which will not go off quickly 

· to check water sources are fresh and clean (e.g. if using stream, check nothing to pollute upstream)

· to cook food thoroughly (special care taken on open fires)

· to establish toilet areas away from drinking water sources

· to always wash hands after toilet, and before handling food

· 

	Running into/falling over guy lines, tent pegs etc

injuries
	Group members are briefed to:
· consider specific hazards (especially at night), and control measures agreed

· keep guy lines short and away from main access routes

· drive tent pegs completely into the ground to avoid trip hazards
· access tents only by specified routes

· to use headtorches at night
· 

	Stranger danger

attack/abuse
	· sites are chosen carefully, away from likely trouble/interference (e.g. either remote locations or on small, family campsites)

· young people sleep in small tent groups (never on their own)

· leaders sleep on site unless young people trained and assessed as sufficiently competent  to camp under indirect/remote supervision

· group members are briefed how to contact leaders in an emergency (especially at night), or if approached by a  stranger 

· young people are safe and secure before nightfall

· group members are briefed not to leave the site, unless they are with another group member, and have notified rest of group

· 

	Additional hazards?


	· Additional precautions?

· 


Staff Agreement: “I have read and understood this risk assessment”
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Generic Risk Assessments user guidance


Purpose - to encourage staff to identify likely hazards, agree general good practice, and apply consistent standards. The following procedure (or similar) is recommended:


Select and print off - all relevant and helpful forms (according to the type of visits and activities normally organised during the year) – others (e.g. that apply to one-off visits) can be added later if required.


How many? - one set of forms for small staff teams - or one set per department for large staff teams. 


Complete draft forms - initially by one or two staff with appropriate experience;


Staff meeting 1 - introduce and leave draft forms in a file for all relevant staff (i.e. those who organise or help lead such visits)  to inspect and consider over a short period (e.g. a week).


Staff meeting 2 – discuss, amend, and agree main hazards and standard practice with all relevant staff (add names and initials in table below to indicate acceptance).


Staff members who cannot agree with the general consensus should complete their own risk assessment, but this must be agreed and approved by the Headteacher/Manager.


Check and approve – e.g. by line manager/head of dept and/or visits coordinator if appropriate 


Store - in a marked file in a clearly known and accessible place (e.g. staff room or dept office).


How often? -  forms that apply to all visits (e.g. “All Educational Visits”) or to regular/frequent visits (e.g. “Visits to Museums” ) should be completed once, then reviewed, amended, signed and dated annually. 


Additional forms – that apply to occasional/one-off visits (e.g. “Overseas Visits”) can be completed when required – these should be reviewed, amended, signed and dated whenever such visits are planned.


Keep familiar- with the agreed general good practice, and refer to forms as a reminder before visits if necessary (especially for activities that are less frequent or familiar to staff).


New leaders and volunteers – should be asked to read all relevant forms and add their signed agreement before assisting with the organisation or leadership of a visit.


Review and amend – by all relevant staff annually (or more often if necessary), and immediately if new hazards are identified or new precautions deemed necessary.


Stop - this type of visit/activity if the level of risk is considered unmanageable and unacceptable.


Flexibility – is still necessary. Staff should dynamically risk assess situations throughout a visit and respond appropriately and reasonably to each specific circumstance.


Specific Visit Risk Assessment - is also normally required for each visit to address any extra foreseeable issues relevant to the specific site/group/activities involved.
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