GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT: FISHING 


	Significant HAZARDS

Likely places/ways that people could be seriously harmed


	CONTROL MEASURES and PRECAUTIONS 

Consider carefully the suggested precautions below with all the staff in your establishment or department who help to lead offsite visits. 

Place a tick (in the box) against those measures that you decide together should generally be regarded as good practice and are normally applicable on your visits, and delete or put a cross against those that are not. Make any amendments that might be needed.

Also record below any additional control measures and precautions that you agree may also usually be helpful and sensible.


	Inadequate staff training/  qualifications/ staff ratios

Accidents/ Injuries


	Level of Experience/Qualifications required: 

· The group Group Leader(s) will have appropriate fishing competence and experience, and have suitable group Group Leadership and instructional experience. 

· The overall competence of the Group Leader(s) will be approved by the School Educational Visits Coordinator and the Headteacher, (with advice, where applicable, from the LA Educational Visits Officer). 

· At least one of the Group Leader(s) will have an uptodate first aid qualification (min. 8 hours training). 

· At locations which are established specifically for fishing (e.g. sites without clearly marked fishing sites/platforms provided), the minimum staffing ratio will be 1:8 (depending upon the location and other support available, the staff ratio will need to be higher).

· 

	Inadequate reference to other risks involved

Accidents
	· This risk assessment will be read and completed in addition to the generic risk assessments “All Educational Visits” and “All Travel” and “All Overseas Visits” (if applicable) which give general safety guidance applicable to all visits.

· Guidance in the leaflet "Group Safety at Water Margins" (available from https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/water/advice/ ) will be read and followed

	Inadequate planning and preparation

Accidents/ Injuries

Inadequate planning
	The Overall Group Leader will check that:

· the proposed site is researched and site specific risk assessed

· expert local knowledge and advice is obtained (e.g. from lake manager or local fishing club)

· group members are fully briefed regarding:

· any specific local hazards and control measures

· any set boundaries and no-go areas

· local site rules and regulations (e.g. permitted hook/bait)

· standards of behaviour (e.g. no running or fooling around)

· fishing etiquette (e.g. level of noise)

· how to summon assistance, especially in an emergency

· do’s and don’ts in an emergency (e.g. do not jump into water to rescue someone who has fallen in)

· the site is appropriate for the age and ability of the group

· group members are suitably clothed and equipped

· 

	All fishing, but particularly near deep, or fast moving water

Immersion in water

Drowning
	The Group Leader(s) will check that:

· group members are all competent swimmers (e.g. can swim > 25m)

· group members fish only beside shallow waters (e.g. within their own depths)

· group members fish only beside placid waters (e.g. on ponds/lakes not rivers or tidal areas)

· group members fish only from stable, level areas

· group members fish only from specially created platforms

· group members keep away from hazardous sites (e.g. steep, slippery slopes or deep water)

· group members are briefed and encouraged to sit down whilst fishing (N.B. a chair or stool is recommended)

· group members are briefed to take special care whilst casting and landing fish

· adult helpers are available to assist with the landing of fish if required

· group members are briefed not to climb trees or enter the water to extricate hooks stuck in branches or weeds at the bottom of the water (cut/break line instead)

· lifebuoys or similar throw rescue equipment will be available in the event of a rescue from the water (N.B. it is preferable not to enter the water – consider reach rescues e.g. with fishing rod)

· buoyancy aids/life jackets are provided and required to be worn by individuals who cannot swim or may be at risk

· 

	Handling fishing equipment

Sharp fishing equipment (e.g. Hooks/Knives)

Injuries (e.g. to eye)

Infection/        illness
	The Group Leader(s) will check that:

· group members are fully briefed regarding the potential dangers of hooks and the correct ways of handling them

· group members are fully briefed not to stand near to or behind a person whilst they cast 

· particular care is urged if casting is frequent (e.g. spinning, or fly fishing)

· only non barbed hooks will be permitted

· group members are fully briefed how to cast safely

· group members are briefed to check that nobody is standing nearby or behind them whilst they cast 

· group members are fully briefed how to extract hooks from fish

· group members are briefed how to remove hooks if caught in flesh

· novices cast downwind until deemed competent

· the use of knives and sharp implements is carefully supervised

· any cuts/wounds are washed and treated properly

· 

	Handling fish

Fish bites/stings

Injuries Infection
	The Group Leader(s) will check that:

· group members are briefed how to handle different fish correctly and safely

· 

	Stagnant water e.g.  

· Canals

· Urban areas

· Nr factory/sewage outlets

Poor water quality Infection 

Illness e.g. Weil’s disease
	The Group Leader(s) will check that:

· local advice is obtained regarding water quality

· fishing is not permitted in known high risk areas

· group members are briefed to cover any open cuts and sores 

· group members are briefed to wash hands well after the activity, especially before handling food

· entering the water is discouraged

· parents and young people are briefed regarding Weil’s disease and the action to take if signs/symptoms show

· 

	Additional Hazard?
	· Additional precautions?
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Generic Risk Assessments user guidance


Purpose - to encourage staff to identify likely hazards, agree general good practice, and apply consistent standards. The following procedure (or similar) is recommended:


Select and print off - all relevant and helpful forms (according to the type of visits and activities normally organised during the year) – others (e.g. that apply to one-off visits) can be added later if required.


How many? - one set of forms for small staff teams - or one set per department for large staff teams. 


Complete draft forms - initially by one or two staff with appropriate experience;


Staff meeting 1 - introduce and leave draft forms in a file for all relevant staff (i.e. those who organise or help lead such visits)  to inspect and consider over a short period (e.g. a week).


Staff meeting 2 – discuss, amend, and agree main hazards and standard practice with all relevant staff (add names and initials in table below to indicate acceptance).


Staff members who cannot agree with the general consensus should complete their own risk assessment, but this must be agreed and approved by the Headteacher/Manager.


Check and approve – e.g. by line manager/head of dept and/or visits coordinator if appropriate 


Store - in a marked file in a clearly known and accessible place (e.g. staff room or dept office).


How often? -  forms that apply to all visits (e.g. “All Educational Visits”) or to regular/frequent visits (e.g. “Visits to Museums” ) should be completed once, then reviewed, amended, signed and dated annually. 


Additional forms – that apply to occasional/one-off visits (e.g. “Overseas Visits”) can be completed when required – these should be reviewed, amended, signed and dated whenever such visits are planned.


Keep familiar- with the agreed general good practice, and refer to forms as a reminder before visits if necessary (especially for activities that are less frequent or familiar to staff).


New leaders and volunteers – should be asked to read all relevant forms and add their signed agreement before assisting with the organisation or leadership of a visit.


Review and amend – by all relevant staff annually (or more often if necessary), and immediately if new hazards are identified or new precautions deemed necessary.


Stop - this type of visit/activity if the level of risk is considered unmanageable and unacceptable.


Flexibility – is still necessary. Staff should dynamically risk assess situations throughout a visit and respond appropriately and reasonably to each specific circumstance.


Specific Visit Risk Assessment - is also normally required for each visit to address any extra foreseeable issues relevant to the specific site/group/activities involved.
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