Campaign for Adventure

Accidents and incidents

The Campaign for Adventure seeks to show that life is best
approached in a spirit of exploration, adventure and enterprise;
to influence and better inform attitudes towards risk; to build
wider recognition that chance, unforeseen circumstances and
uncertainty are inescapable features of life and that absolute
safety is unachievable; and to demonstrate that sensible
education and preparation enable an appropriate balance to be
achieved between risk & safety and achievement and opportunity.

During the summer there have been reports from other
authorities of 3 incidents involving school camping trips (in the
UK and France) where intruders have gained access to the
campsite during the night. Leaders are reminded that risk
assessments should take such issues into account.

For more details see: www.campaignforadventure.org

HSC say “Get a Life”
A Health and Safety Commission campaign is urging teachers
not to let “trivial” concerns over safety stop school visits and
outings.Teachers are encouraged not to be overcautious, but to
accept that risk is an inevitable part of life, and that risk
management measures should be proportionate and sensible.
For more details see:
Http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2006/c06021.htm

“I’m sick and tired of hearing that “health and
safety” is stopping people doing worthwhile
and enjoyable things”
Bill Callaghan, Chair of HSC

Sadly, over the summer months, there have also been 2 wellpublicised fatalities involving young people on outdoor
adventurous activities - one in Ecuador, and one in Dumfries
and Galloway.Whilst our hearts go out to all those involved , it
is important to maintain a sense of perspective - and
remember that each year, on average, 700 young people (aged
< 19) die on the UK roads, whilst a further 220 young people
die from accidents in the home, and 110 from suicide!
From approximately 7—10 million school pupil-day visits each
year, an average 3 deaths occur (mostly road traffic accidents).
From an estimated 3 million school children involved in
adventure activities each year in the UK, one death is recorded
on average each year. The vast majority of people believe that
the benefits of educational visits far outweigh any risks
involved. Encourage and support staff to continue organising
visits, and do not allow any sensationalist media articles to
create unfounded fears!!

“Noone wants a world where children are
wrapped in cotton wool, prevented from
taking any risks and scared of endeavour”
Ben Foyle, Author and Adventurer

Generic risk assessments
Many staff have reported that they have found the generic risk
assessment forms useful.
Of course, forms in themselves do not make a visit safer, but
GRA’s should help to prompt discussion, and encourage staff to
develop an agreed risk management plan. It would seem
sensible for some GRA’s (for activities that are undertaken
regularly) to be completed and signed by all leaders just once a
year, and then kept in an accessible file where staff can easily
refer to them if necessary. It is important that all leaders
(including new staff and volunteers) are familiar with the main
hazards and agreed control measures.
Remember most visits also require an additional Specific Visit
Risk Assessment to take into account individuals, locations, and
activities that are specific to the event.

Monitoring visits
During the past year, I observed a number of visits, as part of
the county’s quality assurance procedures. I was generally very
impressed by the standards set, and by the professionalism of
the staff. Such monitoring of visits provides a positive and
valuable opportunity to share ideas, discuss issues of concern,
and encourage staff.
It is also good practice for schools to undertake their own
internal monitoring of visits, and I would encourage EVC’s to
observe visits occasionally to check that standards are being
upheld, and to share good practice.
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Visits for the Early Years
“Planning Educational Visits for the Early Years” - by Anna
Salaman and Suzy Tutchell is a step by step guide which is full of
activities and advice, showing how to get the best out of visits
with young children. Linked to the Foundation Stage curriculum
and Early Learning Goals, this book is packed with advice on
how to make visits into safe, enjoyable learning opportunities.
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Educational Visits Update
Autumn term 2006
New opportunities for outdoor education
It is an exciting time for
outdoor learning. After a
period of increasing concerns
regarding costs and litigation,
confidence amongst staff
appears to be growing again.
This year, over 50000 young
people from the East Riding
took part in school trips - from
local day visits to overseas
expeditions (including Driffield
School, who have just returned
from a successful expedition
to Namibia!).
Locally, it is hoped that wider
opportunities will soon be
available within the county
for young people to take part
in outdoor activities.
East Riding has appointed an
AST to help develop outdoor
education. From September

2006, Paul Barton, a PE teacher
from South Hunsley will be
available, one day a week, to
give support to schools - for
example, by helping to plan
visits, or to take groups
orienteering, teambuilding,
canoeing, hillwalking or caving.
As an approved minibus driver,
he may also be able to help
with transport. Requests for
Paul’s assistance should be
made via Taff Bowles
(01482 392417).
A fleet of county-owned kayaks
and canadian canoes, are now
based at Allerthorpe Lakeland
Park, near Pocklington, and are
available for use by county
school groups. There is no
charge for groups to hire the
canoes, but users will need to

Paperback copies cost £15.99 (free postage) and are
available via:

Staff leadership training

phone orderline 020 7324 8703 or

Staff competence is probably
the most important factor in
the planning and leadership of
safe and successful visits.

online at www.PaulChapmanPublishing.co.uk
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For further advice and support, contact:
Taff Bowles, County Educational Visits Consultant
School Improvement Service
County Hall,
Beverley HU17 9BA
Phone: 01482 392417
Fax: 01482 392490
Email: taff.bowles@eastriding.gov.uk

Encourage staff to take
advantage of relevant INSET
courses - for example:

A certificated Ski Course
Organiser (SCO) course is
also planned for Mon 27th
Nov, which all leaders of
school ski visits - both
novices and those with more
experience - should find
valuable.

• Training for new EVC’s
(21 Sept)
• EVC Refresher Training
(8 Nov)
• First Aid for Leaders
(20 Nov, 6 Dec)
• Visit Leadership Skills
(19 Oct, 16 Nov)
• Risk Management
(10 Oct, 30 Nov)
• Teambuilding (4 Oct)

An Orienteering Coach Level
1 training course is also
planned for 14th Nov. This
course is aimed at teachers
(primary or secondary) who
wish to introduce orienteering
at school. No previous
orienteering experience is
necessary.
Book all INSET courses via
www.eriding.net.

pay £2 to the Park for use of
the car park and changing
facilities. Users must be
supervised
by
qualified
instructors.
Instructors are available from
the watersports centre, but
hopefully, staff from local
schools will also be interested
in training to become
instructors. Introductory staff
training courses for kayaking
(Sat 8 Oct) and canoeing (Sat
15 Oct) are available this
term (places cost only £3 and
are limited, so book early
through Taff). Schools should
note that Allerthorpe is also
an excellent venue for
windsurfing
and
fishing
(equipment and instruction
can be provided), and
environmental activities.

A Walking Group Leader
training course (ideal for staff
responsible for Duke of
Edinburgh expeditions ) is
available 29th Sept - 1st Oct
(contact Taff Bowles).
Headteachers may prefer to
organise specific courses for
their own staff within school perhaps after lessons, or
during lunch break. It is
particularly important
to
ensure that all staff are
adequately first aid trained,
and are aware of the existing
visit guidelines and procedures
- for example, how to access
and use ROVER Online (again,
contact Taff).

Allerthorpe Lakeland Park
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“Out of classroom
learning makes a
unique contribution to
a child’s education
and offers many
benefits to them, not
least developing a
sense of place and
wonder for the world
around them”
Barry Sheeman MP,
Chairman of the Education
and Skills Select Committee

Outdoor learning highly valued in Scottish schools

For more details see:
www.ltscotland.org.uk/takin
glearningoutdoors/index.asp

with their friends and use
their imagination.
The report also reviews the
benefits of outdoor play on
children’s general health and
well-being.
For more details see:
www.playwork.co.uk

'We must challenge
people to think,
"Why learn indoors?"'

A new initiative should help
group leaders to check more
easily the standards provided
by tour operators.

Robert Brown MSP, Deputy
Minister for Education and
Young People.

The School Travel Forum
(STF) is a group of leading
school tour operators that
promote good practice and
safety in school travel.

Forest Schools
There has been increasing
interest shown nationally in
the concept of “Forest
Schools” - which encourage an
appreciation of the natural
world, and help to build
childrens’ self esteem. Training
courses are available for
teachers.

The survey also found that 86
per cent of children prefer
outdoor activities such as
building dens and getting
muddy compared with playing
computer games.
Adrian Voce, director of the
council, said: “Children are
telling us that they want more
opportunities to play in
stimulating natural spaces
where they can have fun, be

For more details see:
www.forestschools.com or
www.foresteducation.org

Proposed new car child seat regulations (due 18th Sept 2006)
"We estimate that these
changes could prevent
over 2000 child deaths
or injuries each year."
Stephen Ladyman,
Road Safety Minister.

From 18 Sept 2006, new
regulations
state
that
appropriate child restraints and
booster seats are required in
cars for children under 12 years
old who are less than 135 cm
(approx 4ft 5ins) tall. Fines could
be issued for non-compliance,
although there are a few
exemptions - for example, for
short unexpected journeys, in
licensed taxis, or if 2 occupied
child restraints in the rear
prevent fitment of a third.

This law will affect school
visits when a member of staff
or parent takes a child by car
to a venue.
If the school is responsible in
any way for the visit, it has a
duty of care to ensure that
appropriate
arrangements
have been made, but the child’s
parents should be expected to
provide the appropriate
booster cushion or child seat
(or else the child will not be
permitted to travel!)

Child restraints are NOT
required (but optional) for
minibuses, buses or coaches,
BUT passengers (aged 14+)
must wear seat belts if they
are fitted.
Full details of the new
legislation can be found on the
Dept for Transport website:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/stell
ent/groups/dft_rdsafety/do
cuments/page/dft_rdsafety
_611257.hcsp

However, it is a condition that
drivers provide their service
Page 2

on a voluntary basis, and do
not receive any payment or
consideration for doing so,
other than out of pocket
expenses
(the
guidance
implies that this is normally
the case for most teachers,
unless driving responsibilities
are specified within their
employment contracts).
This exemption applies only in
the UK. In addition, drivers
must:
• not tow any sized trailer;
• have held a car (cat B)
licence for at least 2 years;

• be aged 21 or over (N.B.
County insurance requires
drivers to be aged 25+);
• undertake
appropriate
additional training. The
precise nature of “additional
training” is not specified, but
a 1-day MiDAS training
course is being considered
by ERYC (schools will
be notified).

greatly across the county, and
each school will need to
review its own circumstances
and needs.

A final complication is that the
exemption only applies to
minibuses with a gross vehicle
weight of not more than 3.5
tonnes. Minibus sizes vary

www.teachernet.gov.uk
/wholeschool/healthand
safety/visits
("Licensing incidental drivers
of the school minibus").

Discussions are ongoing, but it
is hoped that the situation will
be clarified within the next
few months
Contact Taff Bowles
further details, or view:

Group leaders might, of
course, still request an
inspection visit or answers to
specific enquiries, but the STF
badge is a helpful assurance of
standards.
Sending
an
additional
EV2 “Service
Provider Assurance Enquiry
form” to the Tour Operator

or
the
accommodation
providers would not normally
be necessary.
The STF website carries a full
list of Assured Members,
which enables schools to
easily verify the status of a
tour operator displaying the
'Assured Member' logo.
Leaders can also make use of
the STF's advice line on all
matters relating to school
travel arrangements.

stf
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For more details see:
www.schooltravelforum.com

Promoting education outside the classroom
There have been several
exciting initiatives in recent
weeks
that
promote
education outside of the
classroom.
Two new booklets will be
distributed to each school
in September:
“Out of Classroom Learning:
Practical
information
and
guidance for schools and
teachers” is written by The
Real
World
Learning
Partnership, and offers advice
on a wide range of educational
experiences away from the
classroom and provides useful
tips
to
teachers
on

educational
visits.
The
Partnership
urges
the
Govenrment to make learning
in the natural environment an
integral part, and asks it to
support teachers and to
address some of the barriers.
The guide is published at a
time when the education
sector is eagerly awaiting the
Government’s publication of
their “Manifesto for Education
Outside of the Classroom” (due
in Sept). The Manifesto also
highlights the valuable and
unique contribution that
outdoor learning makes
towards the development

young people, and argues that
it should be an integral part of
their education.
The second booklet “High
Quality Outdoor Education”,
sponsored by Ordnance
Survey, highlights the value of
outdoor education, and gives
excellent advice regarding
quality.

“There is no substitute
for outdoor learning.
It broadens children's’
outlooks, improves
their motivation, and
personal and
inter-personal skills”
Real World Learning

A new DVD entitled “Don’t
leave me out” - about the
inclusion of disabled young
people in outdoor activities
and educational visits - is also
available. Contact Taff
Bowles 01482 392417 for
more information.

“Children cannot learn by textbooks and computers alone. They need to
experience the real world for themselves if they are truly to understand their role
within it and the part they can play in the future” Real World Learning

Licensing requirements for school minibus drivers
The DfES recently issued new
guidance
regarding
the
licensing requirements for
school minibus drivers. It
states that teachers who
passed their tests after 1/1/97
might now be able to drive
minibuses (with upto 16
passenger seats) without
necessarily having to pass a
further PCV test - a previous
requirement
that
many
schools
found
to
be
prohibitively expensive.

All full members of the STF
adhere to a rigorous Code of
Practice and Safety Management
Standards that are externally
verified each year .

STF membership can never
guarantee absolute safety, but it is
a widely recognised “badge” that
offers schools a reasonable
assurance regarding the reliability
and safety standards of its
members .

AS

The value of outdoor learning
has been recognised and firmly
placed on the curriculum
agenda for Scottish schools,
including the introduction of a
2-year
development
programme called Outdoor
Connections

Outdoor Play
The Children’s Play Council
has published a new report
following a survey of 7–14year-olds in the UK– called
“Play, naturally” – which shows
that 80 per cent of children in
the UK prefer playing outside
to playing indoors.

New scheme for vetting tour operators

for

Rover and Safety Guidelines amendments
Following a review of ROVER
Online,
some
minor
amendments are planned for
October 2006.Thank you to all
those who have given feedback,
and hopefully the system will
be improved as a result.
Whilst full reviews of the
Safety Guidelines will be made
every 3 years, occasional

ongoing amendments or
additions may need to be
made, as policies and
procedures change.
Schools will be notified of
significant changes, and these
will be clearly highlighted in
the Educational Visits section
on www.eriding.net, where an
uptodate, definitive version of

the Guidelines can always be
referred to.
Please note that the guidance
on “Educational Visits by pupils
to a workplace” (page 444) has
been amended recently to
underline the special care
required by leaders when
organising such visits - see
www.eriding.net for details.
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